
 

Table 1. Permits Applicable to Project Activities in 2003 

Regulation Permit Type 
Permit Number or 

Case File Permit Period Comments 
Materials Act of 1947 

Free Use Permit 
 
N-63370, Borrow 
Pit #1 
N-51530, Coyote 
Wash Borrow Pit 

 
12/3/99 - 1/6/08 
10/26/90 - N/A 

 
 
Expires when construction ends 

Federal Land Policy & 
Management Act of 1976 
Right-of-Way Reservation 
(ROWRs)a 

 
       Public Land Withdrawal  

 
N-47748 
N-48602 
 
N-50250 

 
1/06/88 - 1/6/08 
10/10/89 - 1/6/08
 
9/17/90 - 1/31/10 

 
Renewed January 2001 
Renewed January 2001 (and again on 
April 8, 2004) 
 
Withdrawal extended in August 2002  

Endangered Species Act of 1973 
Biological Opinion 
Biological Opinion 

 
1-5-96-F-307R 
1-5-00-F-518 

 
7/23/97 - N/A 
8/28/01 - N/A 

 
Covers scientific testing and site 
confirmation investigations before 
repository construction 
Covers effects of construction, operation, 
and monitoring of a geologic repository at 
Yucca Mountain 

NAC 503 
Scientific Collection 
Permit 

 
S21678 

 
1/26/02 - 12/31/03

 
New permit obtained every two years. 

Clean Air Act/NAC 445B 
Air Quality Operating 
Permit 

 
AP9199 - 0573.01 

 
7/23/01 - 7/23/06 

 

Clean Water Act/NAC 445A 
General Discharge 
Permit 

 
NVR100000- 
35258, 
Construction 
Stormwater 
General Permit 
 
GNEV9201 - 
40037, Septic 
Tank 

 
9/16/02-9/15/07 
 
 
 
 
 
7/12/95 - 5/12/98 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permit remains in effect until state issues 
a new permit (no renewal application 
required).  (Renewed by State of Nevada 
on July 22, 2004, with an expiration date 
of July 22, 2009.) 

Safe Drinking Water Act/NAC 
445A 

Public Water System 
Permit 
Underground Injection 
Control Permit 

 
NY-0867-12NCNT
UNEV89031 

 
9/30/02 - 9/30/03
9/30/03 – 9/30/04
1/30/96 - 1/26/01 

 
Permit renewed annually 
 
Renewal application filed July 2000; 
existing permit remains in effect until 
state issues a new permit 
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Table 1. Permits Applicable to Project Activities in 2003 (Continued) 

Regulation Permit Type 
Permit Number or 

Case File Permit Period Comments 
Nevada Revised Statute 533 

Water Appropriation 
Permits 

 
 
63262-63267 
 
 
J-12 and J-13 - 
Joint Stipulation 
agreement 
between DOE and 
State of Nevada 
 
57375, VH-1 

 
 
na 
 
 
Undefined 
 
 
 
 
 
4/2/92 - N/A  

 
Permit applications for permanent water 
rights:  Applications denied.  Decision on 
appeal 
 
Potable and non-potable water needs for 
ongoing site maintenance operations and 
testing – Limited to 1,360,000 gallons per 
year 
 
 
Permanent water right.  Proof of 
Application of Water to Beneficial Use for 
2.3 acre-feet submitted 4/5/02 

NAC 477 
Hazardous Materials  
Storage Permit 

 
1403/2796 

 
3/1/03 – 2/29/04 

 
Permit reissued annually 

aList does not include seven ROWRs for small sites in Nevada and California. 

The NWPA includes several sections about how NEPA applies to activities at Yucca Mountain.  
Section 112(b) requires the Secretary of Energy to prepare an Environmental Assessment before 
nominating a site as suitable for site characterization.  This assessment was released in 1986 
(DOE 1986).  Section 113(d) states that site characterization activities are preliminary 
decision-making activities; therefore, an environmental impact statement (EIS) was not required 
for site characterization activities. 

Section 114(f) of the NWPA requires that a Final EIS be prepared and included with any 
recommendation to the President to approve a site as a repository.  Therefore, the ORD 
published a Notice of Intent (60 FR 40164) in 1995 stating its intention to prepare an EIS and to 
solicit public comments on its scope.  The DOE completed the Draft EIS in 1999 (DOE 1999).  
In May 2001, DOE issued a Supplement to the Draft EIS (DOE 2001) that evaluated an updated 
repository design.   

As required by the NWPA, the Final EIS (DOE 2002) was submitted with the Secretary of 
Energy’s site recommendation to the President on February 14, 2002.  The preferred alternative 
was to proceed with the Proposed Action, which is to construct, operate and monitor, and 
eventually close a geologic repository at Yucca Mountain.  The Final EIS also found that the use 
of mostly rail, both nationally and in Nevada, was the preferred way to transport spent nuclear 
fuel and high-level radioactive waste to the repository.  Major conclusions of the Final EIS were 
that the Proposed Action would cause small, short-term public health impacts.  These impacts 
would occur primarily from nonradiological traffic fatalities during transport of spent nuclear 
fuel and high-level radioactive waste from existing commercial and DOE sites to the repository.  
The Final EIS found that long-term impacts to public health from the repository would be very 
small.   

Testing will continue at the site for many years.  Data generated from these studies could be used 
to enhance or modify the design of the repository that was examined in the Final EIS 
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